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Many Thanks to Pamela Chavez! 
A year ago, AFP President Pamela Chavez put a bug in my ear as President-Elect.  She did NOT want to 
be given a gift to thank her for her leadership when the time came for her to pass the baton.  Instead, she 
asked that a scholarship be given in her name.  
 

Pamela deserves great appreciation from the AFP-New Mexico Chapter, but I made a note of her wishes 
and so am pleased to announce that a 2010 Introductory AFP Membership Scholarship will be 
awarded in her honor.  That scholarship will be in addition to those approved in the 2010 Chapter budget. 
 

A scholarship is fitting recognition for Pamela’s leadership.  Those of us on the Board had the opportunity 
to see Pamela’s passion for the profession of fundraising.  She challenged us always to operate the chap-
ter board with the level of attention to mission and excellence that could provide an example for all our 
organizations.  The source of that drive for excellence comes from her strong commitment and caring for 
the people served by all our organizations. 
 

New Mexico, and AFP-New Mexico, have benefited from Pamela’s leadership and passion.  Thank you, 
Pamela, for all you do on our behalf! 
 

Celia Merrill 
President, NM Chapter-AFP 

In addition to a wonderful program and inspirationa l message from the 2009 Fund-
raiser of the Year, LaDonna Hopkins the December 10 th meeting was our Annual 

Membership Meeting.  Our chapter members unanimousl y approved the presented 
2010 Board of Directors slate. 

�
WELCOME TO OUR 2010 AFP-NM BOARD OF DIRECTORS:  

 
President - Celia Merrill, Golden Apple Foundation 

Past President - Pamela Chavez, Don Chalmers Ford 
President Elect - Kathleen Raskob, Samaritan Counseling Center 
Secretary - Christina Woodlee, United Way of Central New Mexico 

Treasurer - Vacant 
 

Advancing Philanthropy, Vice President - Marisa Gay, Bosque School 
National Philanthropy Day (Event) - Pamela Chavez 

National Philanthropy Day (Awards and Recognition) - Monica Niess,  
The Write Choice Network 

Outreach/Communications - Ashley Lawrence, Presbyterian Healthcare Foundation 
 

Education &Training, Vice President - Ken Thompson, UNM Cancer Center 
Program Chair - Kate Mulqueen Ph.D, Consultant 

Professional Development Chair - Maureen Simmons, Red Cross New Mexico 
Ethics Chair - Lissa Blaschke, St. Joseph Community Health 

 
Membership Development, Vice President - Susan Simons, CFRE,                                        

Susan G. Komen for the Cure 
Emerging Leaders - Ian Esquibel, New Mexico Office of Philanthropic Outreach 

Membership Outreach Chair - Peter Moulson, Social Profit Consulting 
Diversity Chair - Martha Mondragon-Guerin, ADELANTE 

 

DECEMBER 10, 2009 – ANNUAL MEETING RESULTS 
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AFP Newsletter 

 

2010 Meeting 
Dates 

 
January 14 

  
February 11 
“Funders  
  Forum” 
 
March 11  
 
April 8 
 
May 13 
   
June 10 

  
August 12 
 
September 9

  
October 14 

   
      November 15 

“National  
  Philanthropy Day”  

    
December 9 

 
AFP  NM Website 
www.afp-nm.org 

 

AFP-New Mexico 
Chapter,     
All Rights  
Reserved   

          
PO Box 37408 

Albuquerque, NM 
87176          

 505-239-9106 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Welcome to 2010!  It’s hard to believe that we are now a decade into the  21st century.  
The closing couple of years in this decade have been rough ones for the U.S. economy.  Most of us have been affected by 
the economic downturn in some way, whether the effect has been severe or slight.  Hardly a day goes by that we don’t hear 
or read news warning us that we’re still in for some rough times. 
 
I am honored and excited to serve as AFP-New Mexico’s president during this challenging year.  I’m especially honored to 
be following in the footsteps of the excellent leadership Pamela Chavez has provided – honored, and to be perfectly hon-
est, a bit intimidated.  Pamela will be a tough act to follow. 
 
I’m excited to serve in the year that AFP-International celebrates its 50th anniversary.  We’ll have multiple opportunities to 
celebrate the maturation of our profession and the organization that supports us as professionals. 
 
More exciting, though, than an anniversary year is the caliber of people on our Board who join me in serving AFP-New 
Mexico.  Even as I write this in December, the 2010 Board members have already begun to step into their leadership re-
sponsibilities. 
 
One of the first leadership tasks of the 2010 Executive Committee was to consider an appropriate theme and focus for the 
year’s work of programming and work.  We agreed that 2010 should emphasize the importance of working together, choos-
ing the theme “Collaboration: Doing More with Less through Partnerships.”  Your Board members have already begun 
working on some very specific partnerships that will benefit you in 2010 in our monthly meetings, in your member benefits, 
and in your professional growth. 
 
That theme brings me back to where I began – the challenging economic times we’ve come through and those that lie 
ahead.  Many nonprofit organizations have experienced a drop in their support.  Others have seen significant increases in 
the number and needs of their clients.   
 
Our best path forward in times of dwindling resources and increasing demands is to look for every opportunity to work to-
gether, to stretch those resources further in meeting needs.  Our year ahead with AFP-New Mexico promises to provide us 
the information and the tools we’ll need to do just that. 
 
Celia Merrill 
President, NM Chapter-AFP 
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STIMULATE YOUR FUNDRAISING IN 2010 with a DOUBLE HE ADER!!  
SAVE -THE - DATES 

 
FEBRUARY 10th: GRANT WRITING TRAINING 
Wednesday, February 10th at the Center for Nonprofit Excellence, United Way of Central NM—2nd floor 
 

This will be a full day workshop covering grant writing essentials: researching funding opportunities; writing a 
needs statement; developing a program plan, building in evaluation; how to make your application stand out. 
Full details will be available in our next newsletter and will be posted at www.centerfornonprofitexcellence.org  
  
FEBRUARY 11 th:  DON’T MISS THE 2010 FUNDERS FORUM:     
Thursday, February 11th, 9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. at the Embassy Suites Hotel!!! 
 

The AFP-NM chapter sponsors this amazing opportunity annually.  You’ll be able to join over 30 funders and 
expert philanthropists for stimulating discussion about more effective ways to serve mission and clients 
through funding and fundraising!  Look for confirmed funders and reservation information in our next newslet-
ter and soon at the AFP website www.afp-nm.org.   

Table Topic Sessions: Attendees can choose 3 different topic tables for (3) 30 minute facilitated conversations: 
            1st  Table Topics:  Open Discussion with Funder/Facilit ator 
 

            2nd  Table Topics: Developing/Presenting More Effective  Proposals  

            3rd  Table Topics:  Building Relationships with Funders  
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“Creating and Sustaining a Culture of Philanthropy"   
Presented by Dr. Gary Gruber 

 

You won’t want to miss this dynamic luncheon program presented by guest speaker, 
Dr. Gary Gruber! 
 

Creating a philanthropic environment is about assessing the culture within your or-
ganization to see and understand how connected and committed your constituents 
are to your “charitable” goals.  By creating some thoughtful and focused strategies, it’s 
possible to increase donors’ awareness of and response to your overall philanthropic 
objectives.   Whether through annual appeals, specific events, capital campaigns or 
special projects, your relationship with your stakeholders goes far beyond their pro-
jected gifts and contributions.  In this time of increasing demands and decreasing re-
turns, it’s increasingly more important to make your immediate environment sensitive 
to your donors, those who can have the greatest, positive impact on your organization 
or institution. 
 

Gary was the founding headmaster of The Bosque School in Albuquerque and also a 
founding Board Chair of Monte del Sol School in Santa Fe.  He started the Southwest 
Institute of Educational Research and Professional Teacher Development which later 
became a Foundation for fund raising and has over 45 years of experience working in 
the non-profit sector.  He has served on Boards of Trustees in Michigan, Pennsyl-
vania and New Mexico, raised millions of dollars for endowments, buildings and pro-
grams, and worked in partnership with Directors of Institutional Advancement, Devel-
opment, Fund Raising, and CEO's to help fulfill the missions of many institutions and 
organizations.  He is a senior consultant with Carney Sandoe & Associates in Boston 
for the past ten years, has returned recently from a two-year assignment in London 
and is a partner in a newly formed non-profit called The Santa Fe Leadership Center. 

The registration deadline is Friday, January 8, 201 0 
When:  
Thursday, January 14th, 11:00 am – 1:30 pm 
11:00 am - 1:15 pm 
Program starts at 11:30 am 
 

Location:  
Nativo Lodge, Tewa Room 
6000 Pan American Freeway, NE, Albuquerque, NM    
(Just east of I-25 at San Mateo & Osuna NE)                                                         

Luncheon cost for this meeting is $25 for AFP membe rs and $30 for others.  
Any reservations received after the deadline will b e charged a late registration fee of $5.  

The deadline to receive lunch reservations is 5 p.m . FRIDAY, January 8, 2010.  
Reservations and Pre-Payment Required by the deadli ne (3 options):  
�

�  Pay and Reserve online with a credit card 
�  Mail your check (payable to AFP-NM) or credit card information to:  

        AFP-NM, PO Box 37408, Albuquerque, NM 87176-7408 
�  Call 505-239-9106 or email MarJohnsonAFP-nm@comcast.net  

When you RSVP, please indicate if you are an AFP member  
and if you would like to order a vegetarian dish. 

Make your luncheon reservations online!  
 

SAVE—THE—DATES 
2010 LUNCH MEETING SCHEDULE:  

 

    January 14      July –No Meeting 
    February 11 ( Funders Forum )    August 12 
    March 11      September 9 
    April 8      October 14 
    May 13      November 15 ( National Philanthropy Day)  
   June 10      December 9 

AFP LUNCHEON PROGRAM - January 14, 2010   

2009 AFP Board 
o2009 AFP Board 

of 2009 AFP 
Board of Direc-

tors  
 

Chapter President-
Pamela Chavez 

E-mail pchavez@afp-
nm.org 

 
President-Elect-Celia 

Merrill 
E-mail cmerrill@afp-

nm.org 
 

Past President-Felicia 
Griffin 

E-mail fgriffin@afp-
nm.org 

 
Treasurer-Shalini Shan-

ker 
E-mail sshanker@afp-

nm.org 
 

Advancing Philan-
thropy Committees: 

VP Advancing Philan-
thropy                 

Lisa McCulloch 
E-mail lmcculloch@afp-

nm.org 
 

National Philanthropy 
Day-Cindy Ortega 

E-mail cortega@afp-
nm.org 

 
Outreach-Marisa Gay 

E-mail mgay@afp-
nm.org 

 
Communications-Betsy 
Education and Training 

Committees: 
VP Education/Training 

Kathleen Raskob 
E-mail kraskob@afp-

nm.org 
 

Programs-Lissa 
Blaschke 

E-mail lblaschke@afp-
nm.org 

 
Diversity-Roxanne 

Rivera-Wiest 
E-mail rrivera@afp-

nm.org 
 

 
2010 AFP-NM Board of  

Directors  
 

Chapter President-                   
Celia Merrill 

E-mail cmerrill@afp-nm.org 
 

President-Elect- 
Kathleen Raskob 

E-mail kraskob@afp-nm.org 
 

Past President- 
Pamela Chavez 

E-mail pchavez@afp-nm.org 
 

Secretary-Christina Woodlee  
E-mail cwoodlee@afp-nm.org 

 
Treasurer– Vacant 

 
VP Advancing Philanthropy  -

Marisa Gay 
E-mail mgay@afp-nm.org                

 
National Philanthropy Day  

Event Chair -  
Pamela Chavez 

E-mail pchavez@afp-nm.org 
 

National Philanthropy Day  
Awards and Recognition - 

Monica Niess 
E-mail mniess@afp-nm.org 

 
Outreach & Communications- 

Ashley Lawrence 
E-mail alawrence@afp-nm.org 

 
VP Education/Training - 

Ken Thompson 
E-mail kthompson@afp-nm.org 

 
Programs-Kate Mulqueen - 

E-mail kmulqueen@afp-nm.org 
 

Professional Development–  
Maureen Simmons 

E-mail msimmons@afp-nm.org 
 

Ethics-Lissa Blaschke 
E-mail lblaschke@afp-nm.org 

 
VP Membership Development 

Susan Simons, CFRE 
E-mail ssimons@afp-nm.org 

 
Emerging Leaders– Ian Esquibel 

E-mail iesquibel@afp-nm.org 
 

Membership Outreach-  
bvPeter Moulson 

E-mail pmoulson@afp-nm.org 
 

Diversity- 
Martha Mondragon-Guerin 

E-mail mmondragon-guerin@afp-
nm.org        

 
Staff 

Melody Mar Johnson 
Phone (505) 239-9106  
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LaDonna Hopkins, guest speaker at the 
December 10, 2009 Luncheon 
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CHAPTER HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Member Spotlight  
Noelle Bartl, Executive Director, ENMU Foundation 

Special Thanks to LaDonna Hopkins, the 2009  
Fundraising Professional of the Year for the for sharing some valuable 

insights with us at the December 10th Luncheon. 
 

LaDonna stressed the importance of fundraisers setting the example of 
generously giving and stressed that being generous is a learned behavior 

for everyone.   
 

She feels that to be an effective fundraiser you need to always be cus-
tomer service focused and to actively listen to the needs of you donors. 

 
We were reminded that the person you are working with is the true            

Treasure not their Wallets! 

1. Describe your role as Executive Director of the ENMU Foundation? 
I am very fortunate to have a dedicated board of directors, a great boss with ENMU President Dr. Steven Gamble and the most 
ideal staff.  We have a limited budget with a primary focus to fund ENMU scholarships.  So everything we do is targeted with 
the ultimate goal of helping ENMU students.  As Executive Director, my position varies every day from working with the invest-
ment committee reviewing and managing the foundation investments to cultivating donors.  We are a small office with just four 
of us on staff.  The women I work with are all experts at what they do and I rely on them tremendously for our successes and 
overcoming challenges that have occurred.  As E.D. of a “small shop”, there is a perfect balance in being able to oversee and 
be hands-on the foundation operations and the fundraising efforts.  I’m fortunate that the college deans and staff around cam-
pus (with a little guidance) are eager to fundraise and host campaigns for their specific colleges and/or programs because our 
office can’t possibly do it all. 
 
2. What does AFP mean to  you?  
About twelve years ago, I was a recipient of one of the AFP New Mexico Chapter young professional scholarships that allowed 
me the opportunity to attend one of the AFP International conferences.  At the time we lived in Rio Rancho and I was able to 
participate in the monthly AFP chapter meetings in Albuquerque.  My AFP-NM colleagues were so helpful in providing guid-
ance and advice that gave me the confidence to step out of my comfort zone and grow as a development director.  I’m espe-
cially grateful to Jan Hosea for being one of my mentors.  Her advice came in handy when I needed it most. Now that we live in 
Portales, it is difficult to attend the meetings and I miss the professional interaction and fellowship with the AFP members.  A 
few years ago, I helped coordinate two AFP audio conferences for non profits on the eastern side of the state.  There is a need 
to cultivate collaborations, professional contacts and continuing education opportunities for this population.  However, budgets 
and time are limited which makes expanding AFP to this region a real challenge. 
 
3. How long you have been in the fundraising? 
I originally started out in public relations working for Eastern Wyoming College in the early 90’s.  Then marrying my husband 
and moving to Rio Rancho opened the door to my first development position with United Way of Central New Mexico in 1996.  I 
remember working with La Donna Hopkins and looking up to her professionally (even though I was much taller than her).  I’m 
thrilled that she is being honored this year on Philanthropy Day as the Outstanding Fundraising Professional.  After United 
Way, I worked for the Animal Humane Association of New Mexico and the American Cancer Society before returning to my 
alma mater, Eastern New Mexico University, to run the ENMU Foundation in 2000.  Now over nine years later, I’m still here and 
still love what I do.   
 
4. Is there anything you may wish to add about your  career and/or interests? 
Fellow AFP members, Jan Hosea and Pam Hurd-Knief both encouraged me to work on my master of arts in Philanthropy & 
Development from St. Mary’s University in Winona, MN.  They were both graduates of the program and spoke highly about the 
quality education and the convenient summer class schedule.  I couldn’t pass it up and am thankful that they shared this edu-
cational opportunity with me.  It was the ideal advanced degree program for me. 

Betsy Skye Smith, Communications Chair, AFP-NM Boar d of 
Directors & Regional Development Manager, American Red 
Cross -  Interview with Noelle Bartl, Executive Dir ector of the 
ENMU Foundation.  
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SPECIAL THANKS TO SALLY ADAMS AND CLEAR CHANNEL! 
For more than 20 years, New Mexico’s own National Philanthropy Day has honored those changing our world for the better.  
Sally Adams and Clear Channel have been an important part of this.  This year, the AFP-NM Chapter is grateful for Clear Chan-
nel’s support as this year’s Advancing Philanthropy Sponsor.  In a recent conversation with Lisa McCulloch, AFP-NM Board of 
Directors Member and Executive Director of Central New Mexico Community Foundation, Sally shared the following that really 
embodies the spirit of National Philanthropy Day: 
Lisa: “Why did you decide to become an Advancing Philanthropy Sponsor this year?” 
 
Sally: How could we not,,, after the honor you bestowed upon us last year.  Frankly it was the most amazing award and most 
heartfelt acknowledgement we ever received... and this is the best way to thank you and those that nominated us! 
 
Lisa: Clear Channel Outdoor has a reputation for being very philanthropic and community-minded.  How was this philosophy 
developed and adopted? 
 
Sally:  I would like to say we have always understood the value of giving back and developing relationships.  I think in an indus-
try like ours, we have the opportunity and responsibility to share good news and information through our media.  We never want 
to be just a "sign company!  
 
Being partners with our advertisers and the many necessary non-profits in this state and city, offer so much satisfaction to our 
team.  Participating in community boards that represent our individual interests and passions has always been encouraged by 
management here.  Certainly partnering in the community also helps with city issues and our reputation as a whole.  It is a win-
win for all involved! 
 
Lisa: Any advice or commentary you'd like to share with the Association of Fundraising Professionals Members as a community 
organization that has a clear mission of giving back to the community?   
 
Sally: I think just asking yourself. "What responsibility do you have as a business or individual in creating a sustainable, healthy 
place to live and grow?"  Find your niche in this community and focus on it …there is certainly enough need for all of us that are 
so blessed to find a place where we can make a difference.  It helps everyone sleep better at night.  �  
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you missed attending the 2009 National Philanthr opy Day program, you can download and view the 
printed program at:  http://afp-nm.org/philanthropy.htm  (available in Adobe Acrobat format - 1.3 MB) 

 
          
 

WELCOME To our Newest Chapter Member: 
Tom Burns, Owner of 

Pit Stop Vacations 
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2009 Advancing Philanthropy Sponsor: �

 

CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 
Current AFP-NM Job Postings:  
Spencer Theater for the Performing Arts, Director o f Development, Alto, NM 
Arthritis Foundation of GSW Chapter, Director of Ne w Mexico 

 
Please visit: http://afp-nm.org/career.htm for full listing details.   

As a service to our members and visitors, we are happy to provide links to other job-related pages for non-profits  
Including the Center for Nonprofit Excellence: http://centerfornonprofitexcellence.org/home/joblistings 

 

From Your Ethics Committee... 
 
"The time is always right to do 
the right thing." 
 
Dr. Martin Luther King 

  Readers of The Link  are encouraged to submit newsletter story ideas to :  Ashley Lawrence alawrence@afp-nm.org 

CHAPTER HIGHLIGHTS 


